
Montgomery County Budget Script: 
 
 

1. Thank you for your time this afternoon. 
 
2. My name is Reardon Sullivan. You may recognize me as “the other 

candidate” for County Executive in the last election. I appreciate this 
opportunity to address this Council. 

 
3. As a business owner here in the County, I find this budget to be a 

jumbled mess.  It’s difficult to track the credits and corresponding 
debits, many of the NDA descriptions are missing, and there are 
math errors galore.  

 
4. I believe the County must carefully review each dollar in the budget 

to make sure we are maximizing the return on our investment. This 
will provide more funding for many of the critical issues that we 
have heard about today including basic education and support of the 
arts and special needs citizens before raising taxes in the $6.8B 
operating budget and/or the $17B capital budget.  
 

5. When reviewing the proposed budget, I noted a few things that I 
want to bring to the Council’s attention.  

a. The narrative that the property tax increase is just for the 
schools is patently FALSE. 

b. The budget includes an increase of roughly 7% for many   
functions of the County government, with many getting double 
digit increases that exceed MCPS.   

c. The real increase in the property tax is indicated as 15% in the 
published budget 
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/BASISOPERATING/Common/Schedule.aspx?ID=SCHC&SchedID=C3 

i. Contrast with a rent cap of 3% 

 

https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/BASISOPERATING/Common/Schedule.aspx?ID=SCHC&SchedID=C3


d. Debt service is the second highest service category in the 
budget https://spending.data.montgomerycountymd.gov/#!/year/2023/  

i. Not saying to not pay our bills, just don’t rack up more debt at the rate we have been incurring 
it. Refer to Cap Ex budget. 

e. The fourth highest expense category is not defined. 

https://spending.data.montgomerycountymd.gov/#!/year/2023/  
If someone brought me a budget where the fourth highest expense was not defined, I would toss them 
out of my office. 

f. The budget reduces the police force by another 8 FTEs when 
crime is going up. 
This continues to support the narrative of the County to NOT support our police.  

g. The budget has over $20M in “future grants.” This appears to be “parked 

money” or a “slush fund” for the County Executive. Who gets this money? Should this money be used 
to support our real needs, some of which have been discussed earlier today? 
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/BASISOPERATING/Common/Program.aspx?ID=99D&PROGID=P99P33 

h. When reviewing the MoCo checkbook, I found over 25,000 
checks written to unnamed vendors totaling over $155 million. 

i. I don’t have enough time to discuss the issues with the capital 
improvement budget but, for example, the CIP has $80M in 
bike lane related projects which are not widely accepted 
throughout the County.  That is $70 for every M/W/C in the County, however most of 

these projects are down county.  
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/BASISCAPITAL/Common/Project.aspx?ID=P501532&CID=3&SCID=8  

 https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/BASISCAPITAL/Common/Project.aspx?ID=P502004&CID=3&SCID=8  
  https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/BASISCAPITAL/Common/Project.aspx?ID=P502003&CID=3&SCID=8  
  https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/BASISCAPITAL/Common/Project.aspx?ID=P502002&CID=3&SCID=8  
  https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/BASISCAPITAL/Common/Project.aspx?ID=P507596&CID=3&SCID=8  

 

6. Regarding the tax revenue, it seems we get taxed at every turn. 
a. When we use our phones we get taxed. 
b. When we use electricity we get hit with the “Temporary” 

energy tax now entering its third decade. 
c. If you can afford to go shopping, there's a bag tax. 
d. If a person buys a home they get additional recordation taxes. 
e. If you just OWN a home we are being asked to endure another 

double-digit property tax increase. 
f. Finally, if all that taxing makes you want to drink, there is a tax 

there too. 
 

https://spending.data.montgomerycountymd.gov/#!/year/2023/
https://spending.data.montgomerycountymd.gov/#!/year/2023/
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/BASISOPERATING/Common/Program.aspx?ID=99D&PROGID=P99P33
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/BASISCAPITAL/Common/Project.aspx?ID=P501532&CID=3&SCID=8
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/BASISCAPITAL/Common/Project.aspx?ID=P502004&CID=3&SCID=8
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/BASISCAPITAL/Common/Project.aspx?ID=P502003&CID=3&SCID=8
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/BASISCAPITAL/Common/Project.aspx?ID=P502002&CID=3&SCID=8
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/BASISCAPITAL/Common/Project.aspx?ID=P507596&CID=3&SCID=8


7. I offer that the citizens of Montgomery County are fed up. For the 
first time, the population of the County is going down.  The people 
with means are moving to less taxing areas resulting in a net 
decrease in the average income in the County, decreasing our tax 
base. 

 
8. I ask you, on behalf of the citizens of the County, please hold the line 

on the budget, be reasonable, be prudent, and let’s stop the moving 
vans going from Rockville to Frederick and Fairfax to escape the tax 
burden of Montgomery County. 

 
9. I’m happy to follow up with you or staff on these issues. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Reardon “Sully” Sullivan 

  



Appendix 
 

Revenue Schedule “C” - 

https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/BASISOPERATING/Common/Schedule.aspx?ID=SCHC&SchedID=C3  
         
 
County Tax Revenue 

 
 
Bag tax Rev with no expense?  
 

 
 
 
The budget expects to get $14M in Parking fees and $3M for fines from Bethesda. Yes, the math is wrong again. 

 

 
 
 
$25M in Building permits/ decrease of 10% How do you have a decrease in permits if the county is booming as they say? 

 
 

 
 
 

https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/BASISOPERATING/Common/Schedule.aspx?ID=SCHC&SchedID=C3


 
 
Who gets this money? https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/BASISOPERATING/Common/Program.aspx?ID=99D&PROGID=P99P14 
 

 
 

Expenses / Spending 
https://spending.data.montgomerycountymd.gov/#!/year/2023/  
 

 
 
Dept Servicing $344M if you include Principal ($308M) and interest ($36M)  
 

 

https://spending.data.montgomerycountymd.gov/#!/year/2023/


 
The fourth highest expense category is “Not Defined” @ $300 Million!!! 

 
 
 
 
General Services – Energy and Sustainability. Not sure about this with all the Pepco rebates etc. What are we getting? 
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/BASISOPERATING/Common/Program.aspx?ID=36D&PROGID=P36P05  

 
The covid response appears empty or not included. 
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/BASISOPERATING/Common/Program.aspx?ID=99V58&PROGID=P99P58 
 
The location of the capital improvement budget project is located down county were the voters are. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Referenced Articles: 
 

https://montgomeryperspective.com/2023/03/16/the-central-fiction-of-elrichs-budget/  
https://montgomeryperspective.com/2023/03/21/moco-property-taxes-in-context/ 
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